[Origin of cortical interneurons: basic concepts and clinical implications].
Introduction and development. GABAergic interneurons play a prominent role in the function of the cerebral cortex, since they allow the synchronization of pyramidal neurons and greatly influence their differentiation and maturation during development. Until recently it has been thought that cortical interneurons and pyramidal neurons originate from progenitor cells located in the dorsal region of the telencephalon, the pallium. Recent studies, however, have demonstrated that a large number of cortical GABAergic neurons arise from progenitors located in the subpallium the region of the telencephalon that gives rise to the basal ganglia, and that they arise in the cerebral cortex after a long tangential migration. Aims. In this review I have summarized our current knowledge of the factors that control the specification of cortical interneurons, as well as the mechanisms that direct their migration to the cortex.